Ruth Chapter 3

"Life in the presence of penury could not have been pleasant for the maid from Moab, but
there is not a scintilla of suggestion that she ever complained. She had casiitbr lot
Naomi on the side of God, and she abode with fortitude in her decision. The mother heart
of Naomi went out to her daughter-in-law, and she sought for her a place of rest. This
could only be attained in the quiet shelter of a godly home, where some strong man
protected Ruth from the stormy winds of a harsh world." (McGee, J. V.: Ruth and Esther:
Women of faith, p87)

1. When is ‘then’ which is mentioned at the beginning of verse 1?

2. What Hebrew custom was Naomi acting upon in verse 1? The following verses
may help you in answering this question, Genesis 24:3-4; 34:4, Jdg14:1-10.

3. Here, as in 1:9, Naomi refers to marriage with the term ‘rest’. Iscstehnslated
security in some Bible versions. The Hebrew word here is manowach Strong's
04494. The root of manowach is nuwach Strong's 05117. Take a minute and
look up both words to review their meanings. This same word is used in Genesis
8:4 when the ark rested upon Ararat (no longer was moving), and when Solomon
wrote in 1Kings 1:4 But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every
side, [so that there is] neither adversary nor evil occurrent...KJV. Share what
picture this sets in your heart in terms to what marriage should be.
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4. Again | want to encourage you to keep your heart open for truths. In question 3
we see a wonderful truth about what marriage should be. Can that truth also be
applied to you as the bride of the Lamb? Please support with scripture.

5. Find out what you can about winnowing in Old Testament time.

6. Earlier in our study we talked about the spiritual application of gleaning and
threshing. What spiritual application of winnowing come to mind?
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7. Find out what you can about threshing floors in Old Testament time.

8. What were the three things that Naomi told Ruth to do in preparation to going to
the threshing floor?

9. To better understand what Naomi is asking Ruth to do that night I've included an
article below, The Hem of The Garmehy Clarence H. Wagner, Jr. from
Bridges for Peace. Before jumping ahead to read this article, reac Ex&.

Paraphrase what you think God is saying. Read the article The Hem of The
Garment
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10.1t often helps if we can have a little insight into the manners and customs of the
Bible’s culture and people. I've included here a peek at the symbolic significance
of the hem.

And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, | am Ruth thine handmaid: spread
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.” Ruth 3:9
NASB

Kruger (1984) suggests that Ancient Near Eastern peoples used symbolic
language or gestures to communicate the making or breaking of a relationship or
agreement. Further, no written or oral contract was necessary. Clothes were of
particular significance since they were thought to be an extension of a person's
personality. Kruger provides some examples:

In Ancient Babylonia, when a man stripped his wife's garments off, thus exposing
her publicly, this validated the dissolution of marriage;

Removing a son's robe by his mother denoted the severing of family ties,
according to an ancient Hittite law;

Removal of garments signified an heir's renouncement of his right to a throne,
according to one Ugarit text;

In Ezekiel 26:16, this same gesture of stripping off of robes and embroidered
garments signified abdication of the throne.

Kruger states that the hem was of particular symbolic significaniteiAncient

Near East. Cutting the hem of the wife's garment effected the dissolution of the
marriage. Just as it was the responsibility of the husband to provide his wife with
clothes, i.e., to cover her nakedness, the symbolic gesture of cutting the hem of
her garment signified to others that the husband was uncovering her nakedness,
that is, ceasing the essential sustainment of his wife. This was presumiabdlynd

the presence of witnesses. Of course, the husband always had the option of
stripping off all of the wife's garments, thus exposing her nakedness, but it
appears that this was usually reserved for wives who were caught inyaeflter
Hosea 2:10).

The hem was also of special significance in Ancient Near Eastern gearfiao

Old Testament passages allude to this (Ruth 3:9 and Ezekiel 16:8). In both
passages, the symbolic gesture is performed by a prospective husband on his
wife-to-be, and in both cases, the gesture involves the spreading over of the hem.
In some manuscripts, the passage in Ruth involves the spreading of "wings"
(knfyk, plural of kanaf) over Ruth, which would have implied a plea for

protection. But Kruger makes a compelling case for the favoring of manuscripts
which show Ruth requesting that Boaz spread his kanaf or skirt over her. Since he
is the next of kin, Kruger interprets this passage in light of the goel instifuti

where the symbolic gesture refers to a marriage proposal.” Twelker, Paul A.
(1998).The Biblical Design for Marriage: The Creation, Distortion and
Redemption of Equality, Differentiation, Unity and Complementddiggrfield:
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Trinity International University. Internet resource available at URL:
http://www.tiu.edu/psychology/Twelker/BDFMChapl.htm Copyright 1998 Paul
A. Twelker.

David Guzik — Enduring World Media sharé&mcover his feet, and lie down: At

the appropriate time, Naomi instructs Ruth to go in, uncover his feet, and lie
down. Some might think this is a provocative gesture, as if Ruth is being told to
“come on” to Boaz. Not at all; in the culture of that day, this was understood as an
act of total submission.

In that day, this was understood to be the role of a servant - to lay at their snaster’
feet and be ready for any command of the master. So, when Naomi tells Ruth to
lie down at Boaz's feet, she is telling her to come to him in a totally humble,
submissive way.

Don't lose sight of the larger picture: Ruth is coming to claim a right - Boaz is he
goel her kinsman-redeemer, and she has the right to expect him to marry her and
raise up a family to perpetuate the name of Elimelech. But Naomi wisely tounse
Ruth not come as a victim demanding her rights, but as a humble servant, trusting
in the goodness of her kinsman-redeemer. She is saying to Boaz, “I respect you, |
trust you, and | put my fate in your hands.”

“To spread a skirt over one is, in the East, a symbolical action denoting
protection. To this day in many parts of the East, to say of anyone that he put his
skirt over a woman, is synonymous with saying that he married her; and at all the
marriages of the modern Jews and Hindus, one part of the ceremony is for the
bridegroom to put a silken or cotton cloak around his bride." Jamieson, R.,
Fausset, A. R. & Brown, D. A Commentary, Critical & Explanatory, on the Old
and New Testaments.

What do you think about Naomi’s suggestion in light to Biblical teachings on
morality?
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11.

12.

"...Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a kinsman-
redeemer.” Ruth 3:9 NIV “Spread your garment” is a Hebrew idiom. Read
Ezekiel 16:8, Deuteronomy 22:30 and Malachi 2:16. What understanding has
your heart formed in terms to the meaning of this idiom?

Boaz is sleeping, guarding his grain (remember the times in whickotlyeo$

Ruth takes place) and is awaken in the middle of the night, startled. It is
interesting to note the first part of Ruth’s answer to Boaz’s question, “"Who are
you?" Ruth replies, "I am your servant Ruth” some translations say handmaiden
in place of servant. Either way the Hebrew word is amah (Strong’s 0519). This is
a term of humility and submission. Remembering that by Hebrew law Ruth was
asking only that which was rightly hers to ask, she comes in humility and a
attitude of submission. What does this reveal about Ruth’s character?

13.Going to the words of Jesus, Luke 14:11, do you think that truth came to pass in

the life of Ruth?

14.What is Boaz’s response to Ruth’s request? What do you see revealed about Boaz

in his response?

15. Again we run across the word Hesed in verse 10. What was the later kindness

that Boaz was referring to?
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16. What was Ruth’s first Hesed?

17.How did Boaz preface his response to Ruth?

18.Why are the words “do not fear” significant?

19. Take this truth to your life as a child of God. What is our assurance based on?
Can you support your conclusion with scripture?

20. Matthew Henrywrites that "Ruth was a poor woman, and poverty often obscures
the lustre of virtue; yet Ruth's virtues, even in a mean condition, were ggnerall
taken notice of and could not be hid; nay, her virtues took away the reproach of
her poverty. If poor people be but good people, they shall have honour from God
and man. Ruth had been remarkable for her humility, which paved the way to this

honour. The less she proclaimed her own goodness the more did her neighbours
take notice of it."

How do we know that people took notice of Ruth’s virtue?
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21.Boaz called Ruth, “a woman of noble character.” Move ahead in your Bible to
Proverbs 31. What characteristics of the Proverbs 31 woman do you see in Ruth?
Please include scripture reference for both.
(Note: you don't have to fill in every space of the chart. Than again, if you need
more space feel free to add on.)

Ruth Proverbs 31

22.Why didn’t Boaz immediately fulfill the duty of a relative?

23.Why do you think Boaz told Ruth to remain until morning?

24.1n verse 14 we run across another Hebrew idishre rose upefore one could
know another. KJV *...before one could know another.” What do you think this
idiom means?
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25. Continuing with verse 14 Boaz says, “Let it not be known that a woman came into
the floor.” Why do you think Boaz didn’t want it know that she was present that
night on the threshing floor?

26.And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter?
And she told her all that the man had done to her. Ruth 3:16 KJV

What do you think Naomi meant by her question, “Who art thou?”

27.When Ruth finishes her narrative to Naomi of all that had happened, what advice
does Naomi give Ruth?

28.Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for
the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day. Ruth 3:18
KJV

Then she said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turns out; for
the man will not rest until he has settled it today." Ruth 3:18 NASB

Naomi gave wonderful advice. Ruth you've done your part, now let Boaz do his.
he will not rest until he has settled this today.

Turn to Psalm 46:10. Look up the word ‘rest’ (raphah Strong’s 07503) in a
concordance or lexicon. This is not the same word used in Ruth 3:18 but it does
take the good advice of Naomi to Ruth and brings the truth of that advice to
ourselves and God. Paraphrase Psalm 46:10.
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29.What can we learn from Ruth in Chapter 3?

30.What can we learn from Boaz in Chapter 3?

31.What can we learn from Naomi in Chapter 3?

32.What do we learn of God in Chapter 3?
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33.Looking back over your answers for 29-31, what timeless truths are revealed?
Can you recall anything that Jesus taught that would confirm those truths?

Study As Worship

Humbly submitting oneself to the wisdom of God revealed imdreach(Hebrew
Scriptures) was viewed as worship, which literally meant to "prostratelriesfere

the Eternal. The Hebrew word for worship, (segad, means to "bow down or do

obeisance to," and it has the connotation of total submission to a superior (as the king).
The Greek translation of this word, proskuneprogkuné, is even more graphic,
meaning to "kiss as a dog licking its master’s hand."

The decision to study God’s Word in order to do His Word is a meaningful act of
submission and reverence—in short, it is worship. Study carried out with this madtiee is
very essence of Jewish learning. This is not study in order to understand; iyisstud
order to do. Abraham Joshua Heschel encapsulated this Jewish approach to study by
saying that the Greeks study in order to understand while the Hebrews studigritoor
revere. God’s Word and ways are ineffable: only by doing them does one understand
them.

Study of God’s Word in order to mold one’s lifestyle to that Word is also worship in the
truest sense of the English word worship, which means to “ascribe worth to.” When we
fully submit our lives to God’s Word, when we study what he has said with such

devotion that we do what God has said, we ascribe worth to the Eternal: we worship him.
Studying To Do, Doing To Teach by John Garr, Ph.D. Restore Magazine

Take It Personal

Looking back over what you have learned from chapter three, how might this new
understanding affect your life and your relationship with God?
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Online Study Helps

http://bible.crosswalk.com/

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Commentaries/JamiesonFaussetBrown/

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/SmithsBibleDictionary/

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Dictionaries/EastonBibleDictionary/

http://studylight.org/

http://www.en-gedi.org/

http://www.blueletterbible.org

www.jewishencyclopedia.com

http://studylight.org/enc/isb/The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Online

http://www.preceptaustin.org/
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The Hem Of The Garment
by Clarence H. Wagner, Jr.
http://www.bridgesforpeace.comteaching letter

Despite the development in the Land of Israel since the
founding of the State of Israel, you can still walk along the
shores of the Sea of Galilee and imagine what it was like when
YeshugJesus) was ministering there.

He was almost always followed by throngs of people eager to
hear His teaching. It was along the sea that a very sick woman
caught up with Him, desperate to be healed of a chronic
ailment. This miracle story is very well-known to readers of the
New Testament. Yet, there is so much that is "between the
lines" which, when understood, will strenghten your
relationship with the Lord. This involves tassels, snails,
authority, humility, and wings. | know you are thinking, "What
is this all about? Read on!

Tassels

In Matthew 9:20-22, we find a curious story of a sick woman receiving healing sigply b
touching Jesus' clothéslust then a woman, who had been subject to bleeding for twelve
years, came up behind Him and touched the hem of His garment; for she said to herself,
'If | only touch His cloak, | will be healed." Jesus (Yeshua) turned and saw her. "Take
heart, daughter,” He said, 'your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from
that moment."

In the Mark account of the same story, it continues:

"At once Yeshua realized that power had gone out from Him. He turned around in the
crowd and asked, 'Who touched My clothes?' 'You see the people crowding against You,'
His disciples answered, ‘and yet You can ask, Who touched (#2'5:30-31).

What is so significant about the hem of Jesus' garment? At first readiegms an odd
practice. However, once we understand the significance of the hem of onesitgarm

these passages will have much more meaning.

The word translated, hem, is actually referring to the fringes, or tdcatésl
tzitziyot,in Hebrew), required to be on the four corners of all clothing of

Jewish men, in accordance with God's instruction:

"The Lord said to Moses, 'Speak to the Israelites and say to them:

Throughout the generations to come, you are to make tassels on the corners
of one's garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. You will have these tassels
to look at and so will remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may
obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own
hearts and eyes. Then you will remember to obey all My commands, and will
be consecrated to your God. | am the Lord your G@dltim. 15:37-41a)
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In ancient Israel, men wore four-cornered outer tunics with thesestasis#ditziyot, tied
to the four corners. This outer garment became knowrnaktaand eventually evolved
into the more formal prayer shawl.

But, why tassels? These tassels were to remind each Jewish man of his bégponsi
fulfill God's commandments. In fact, these tassels are tied into 613 knots to cgnstantl
remind them of the 613 laws of Moses, of which there are 365 prohibitions (The "thou
shalt not" laws), and 248 affirmations (the "thou shall" laws). The knots alscponck
with the ineffable name of God, the unspoken yod-hey-vav-hey, Yahweh.

Because they were hanging on the four corners of your garment, in full viewrgbese
including yourself, they would be a constant reminder to walk according to Gedss La
The Hebrew word we translate as Lawhadacha,and it literally means "walk." You see,
following God's law is a daily walk, and to stay on His path of righteousness|, mezdl
constant reminding.

Wearing these tassels would be comparable to us wearing a large Biblepenaaaund

our necks. How would we behave in public, how would we speak to others, where would
be go? God intended them to be a constant reminder of His Word when he told the
Israelites to wear these fringes.

Today, because Jewish people wear western clothes, they keep this
law by wearing a four-cornered garment as an undershirt. Yet, they
bring the tassels out over their belt so that they can be seen. We also
find the tzitziyot on the corners of the beautiful prayer shawls worn
by Jewish men as an outer garment when they pray. | always like to
see the men in my neighborhood in Jerusalem coming home from
synagogue every Friday night and Saturday morning with their
flowing prayer shawls draped over their shoulders.

When deep in prayer, Jewish men will put these prayer shawls over

their heads to shut out the world and be in the presence of God. This

can be seen in the synagogue or at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. The pralgeargha
white, representing the heavens, or the dwelling place of the Lord. And, the calor bl
represents thRuach HaKodeshgr Holy Spirit of God. Therefore, praying under the

tallit, or prayer shawl, is covering yourself with the presence of God. Frorabitimes,

this custom was like a prayer closet, and it is likely this is what Yeshueefessng to

in Matthew 6:6, when He told us to get into our closet, apart from the people around, and
pray in secret to the Lord.

This tallit was the mantle worn by Samuel (I Sam. 15:27), and it was Elijah'ertiaatt

was conferred upon Elisha (I Kgs. 19:19). It was also worn by Yeshua, and the "hem of
the garment" that was touched by the woman with the issue of blood was actually the
tzitziyot or tassels of His tallit.
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Even in His glorious Second Coming, Yeshua will be wearing His tallit. In Rewel
19:11-16, John gives us a description:

"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is
Faithful and True, ... He has a name written on Him that no one but He Himself knows.
He is clothed in a garment dipped in blood: and His Name is The Word of God... On His
garment and on His thigh He has a name written: King of Kings, and Lord of Lords"
(Rev. 19:11-13,16).

J. R. Church suggests that the vesture is the tallit of Yeshua with His titfieswpon it
and on His thighs. Where do the tzitziyot fall, but on one's thigh? Notice there are four
titles listed in this passage - perhaps one for each of the four tzitziyot:

1. "A Name written, that no man knew but He Himself" - the ineffable name of God,
Yahweh! (v. 12)

2."The Word of God" (v. 13)

3. "King of Kings" and,

4."Lord of Lords" (v. 16).

The purpose of the four fringes on a garment was, and is, and still will be tamprdwa
Word of the Lord, so as to remember them and perform them.

Snails

Each tassel was to have a blue thread. With blue so prevalent in our world today, it is
hard to imagine that during the entire biblical period, blue was probably the most
expensive color to produce. Therefore, it was reserved for royalty and thbeyweld
could afford it.

Before synthetic dyes, the only source was a small gland in the murextsoaik |

12,000 snails to fill up a thimble of blue dye. In 200 BC, one pound of cloth, dyed blue,
cost the equivalent of $36,000. By AD 300, this same pound of blue cloth cost $96,000.
This indicates that Lydia, the seller of purple and an early convert of Chitigtiaas

one of the wealthiest women in the Empire (Acts 16:14).

In the "shorthand" of the Bible, this tidbit of information about Lydia, which meaiys ver
little to us today, said a lot to early readers of the text. It said, in efféey, one of the
wealthiest and most influential people in the Roman Empire has gotten savagdifiém
the impact this would make on the message of the Gospel.

Blue also represented something divine, which is why royal blue set peopl&@part

the rest of the common world. Therefore, to have a blue thread was to have something of
the divine and royal, and served to remind each wearer of his significance in Gloid's si
After all, God calls us to be a royal priesthood.

This treasured thread would probably have been passed on from a father to his son as one
of his precious legacies. The blue stripe on the prayer shawl of Jewish men hasethe sa
meaning, and interestingly, this symbol is represented in the blue strigwes ftagtof

Israel today.
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The flag of Israel, much maligned in the world, is really a representatite abrd in

all its elements. The white background and blue stripes come from the prayeridtrawl
Star of David in the middle has been given a number of explanations. One | like is from
the Jewish scholar, Franz Rosensweig, who interprets it this way. The StanoidD

made up of two triangles. One is the representation of God as He is manigested a
Creator, Redeemer and Teacher. Sound familiar? The other triangkergpréod, man
and others in a three-way relationship that requires all three elements tesntdnaf
working out of God's Word in our lives. To me, this makes the Israeli flag a tndasta
and representation of God, and a testimony to the Israeli people of whom theynserve a
why they exist. Spiritually speaking, perhaps this is why the flagraél, like the people
and state of Israel, gets so much opposition in the secular world we live in today.

Authority

These tassels also came to be associated with a person's authority.

Saul and David: In the case of King Saul, we find that David humiliated him by sneaking
up to him in a cave at the Spring of Ein Gedi and cutting off Saul's tassels, a symbol of
his authority.

David's men said:

"This is the day the Lord spoke of when He said to you, 'l will give your enemy into your
hands for you to deal with as you wish'... Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for

having cut off a corner of Saul's robe. He said to his men, 'The Lord forbid that | should
do such a thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is

the anointed of the Lord{l Sam. 24:4-6).

Why was David upset with himself? Because he understood that to steal sonzsseé's
was to steal his authority. Even though David did this to prove to Saul that he was not
trying to kill him, the symbol of taking the corner fringe would be humiliation to Saul.
This bothered David.

David immediately went out of the cave and prostrated himself in humilityeb8tul to
prove to Saul that he was not trying to kill him. David said:

"Why do you listen when men say, 'David is bent on harming you?' This day have you
seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some
urged me to kill you, but | spared you; | said, 'l will not lift my hand against my master,
because he is the Lord's anointed.' See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my
hand! | cut off the corner of your robe, but did not kill you. Now understand and
recognize that | am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. | have not wronged you, but
you are hunting me down to take my lifg(l.Sam. 24:8-11).

Everyone, including Saul, knew that David had been anointed by Samuel to be the next
king, which is why Saul feared David. At Ein Gedi, David had literally taken Saul's
authority and at that point, he probably could have taken the throne from Saul. But, he
didn't; rather, he let God choose the time for him to receive the throne. This act
convinced Saul that David was telling the truth.
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David's act of giving back Saul's authority also reconciled the two men. Saul sali
"May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today. | know that you will
surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hérssh.
24:19b-20).

Boaz And Ruth:

Another example of the authority represented in the tassel is found in a passage in the
book of Ruth, which is sometimes difficult to understand. In Chapter three, Ruth went to
Boaz to receive his blessing that would help her out of her difficult situation. Shéowent
the threshing floor and slept at his feet.

"In the middle of the night something startled the man, and he turned and
discovered a woman lying at his feet. 'Who are you?' he asked. 'l am your
servant, Ruth," she said. 'Spread the corner of your garment over me, since
you are a kinsman redeeme(Ruth 3:8-9).

He immediately understood and said to her:

"Don't be afraid. | will do for you all you ask. All my fellow townsmen
know that you are a woman of noble charac{&Uth 3:11).

He proceeded to make every arrangement to help her, and eventually, he
married her.

What Ruth did in asking Boaz to spread the corner of his garment over her was a
symbolic way of saying she was placing herself under Boaz's authority

Humility

By the end of the Second Temple period (70 BC - AD 135), tassels had become a symbol
of social status. The wealthier you were, the more grand your tasselsappglair. This

is human nature, since we might also be tempted to "show-off" with a public disglay, e,
the kind of car we drive, the house we live in, or the jewelry we wear. It is known that
during the time of Yeshua, the tassels of some Pharisees were so long aradesltizdr

they dragged on the ground. It was this ostentatious display of pride that Yeshua was
rebuking when He saidThey make...the tassels of their prayer shawls longdat"

23:5).

In speaking of the Pharisees, it is important to realize that not all Plsarisez

hypocrites. Nicodemus was a Pharisee (John 3). They were the conservigivesrel
leaders of the time. In fact, of them Yeshua sgichey] sit in Moses' seat. So you must
obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not
practice what they preachMt. 23:2-3). Just as in our time, some religious leaders were
good and godly people; others were charlatans. Because of the references whe

were all show and no heart, Christians today often mistakenly think all Phavsees
unsavory types. Theologically, Yeshua was much closer to the Phariseasttian t
Sadducees.

Keciro Homeschool 2005
http://kecirohomeschool.com



The lesson for all of us from this passage is that it is more important to pé&fudis
commandments from inward conviction, in humility, than by simply wearing it on the
outside with overdone religious practices. God looks upon the heart, while man often
looks upon outward appearances (I Sam. 16:7).

Under His Wings
Let's go back to the woman on the shores of the Sea of Galilee who came to Jesus for
healing.

When she pressed through the crowd, she was not content to just pat Jesus on the back.
She was a desperate woman, who had spent all of her money on cures that did not work.
It was a bold step for her to push through that crowd of people, for according to Levitical
law, it was forbidden for her to be out in public with her condition, for she was

considered unclean (Lev. 15:25). However, she was at the end of her rope. She had
nothing to lose. She had heard of the Messiah who could heal and she anxiously sought
Him out.

But why did she want to touch the hem of His garment - the tassels of His tallit?
These tzitziyot were a point of contact she needed to help her releasehhter fadeive
a miracle in her life.

What did they represent?

First, they represented the Word of God, which is always the place where we can find
healing for all the needs in our life.

Second,the fringes also represented the authority of Yeshua. She had heard that many
people were healed by Yeshua, that He taught with authority, and when He spoke, people
were healed.

Third, there was even more to these fringes. The prophet Malachi spoke of the Messiah
of Israel and said of HinYBut for you who revere My name, the sun of righteousness will
rise with healing in His wings(Mal. 4:2).

The Hebrew word for "wings" used in this passadeaisaf,which

is a word that specifically means the fringe-like feathers or edges
of a bird's wing, not the whole wing. All of us have seen an eagle
or hawk circling in the summer sky and have seen these fringe-like
feathers. This word, therefore, had two meanings and could be
translated wings, or fringes.

The woman had heard Yeshua was the Messiah. Perhaps she remembered this messia
promise from the scroll of Malachi and thought, if | am to be healed, then will duipel f

in His wings... His tzitziyot? By faith, she reached out and touched the fringes, and was
healed.
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It is interesting that all though the Old Testament, the Hebrew word fgswinrmost
passages isanafwhen referring to God. Surely, the place of refuge is undesahafof
the Lord, i.e., under His Word and His authority!

In a different passage, some time later Yeshua arrived at the town of &ehesso on

the shores of the Sea of Galilee. The men of the town recognized Yeshua and sent word
out so that many people brought all their sick to Him and begged Him to let the sick just
touch the fringe of His garment. The Bible simply repda#i,who touched Him were
healed"(Mk. 6:53-56).

These people were not healed simply by touching the fringes of Yeshua'sigiawrane
crowd. They were healed when their faith touched the power of God and the One who
could heal their infirmities. It was their point of contact to release thgir fo receive a
touch from the Lord.

What About You And Me?

None of us is without a need in our life, whether it be healing, family problems, fahanci

or emotional problems. Do we have the simple faith to reach out and touch the hem of the
garment of Yeshua? If you do, He is waiting to meet our needs, even today.
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