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Ruth Overview 

 
 

The purpose of this overview is to become familiar with the details, and to paint the backdrop 
to the book of Ruth.  This is the place to be introduced to the time period, span of time, 

people, places, and themes of this wonderful book as a preparation for further study.  Some 
of the charts might be more easily answered as you make your way through your study of the 

4 chapters of Ruth.  Don’t feel compelled to complete every section of every chart at this 
time. 

 
1. Read through the book of Ruth in one sitting.  Don’t stop to jot notes.  Just read and 

enjoy seeing the BIG picture. 
 
2. From Chapter one, what clue is given as to the time that these events took place?  

What do we know about these days from Judges 17:6 and Judges 21:25?  
 
 
 

 
3. Read through the book of Ruth again, stopping after each chapter.  Begin filling in the 

Chart – Summary of Ruth.  Remember you can add to this chart as we dig deeper into 
the study of each chapter.   

 
4. Look at the map.  What are some impressions you get in terms to the location of 

Moab and Bethlehem? 
 
 
 
 

5. Using the tables below, list all you learn about the characters of Ruth, Boaz and 
Naomi from the text of Ruth.  Include chapter & verse references.  As with Question 
3, this is an ongoing process as we work through the study. 

 
6. The book of Judges encompasses 300+ years.  During those years we see a repeated 

cycle of falling into sin, followed by captivity, finally repentance, a return to 
fellowship with the Lord, than back to apostasy.  You may want to read the book of 
Judges to get a picture of the spiritual condition of Israel as a nation during this time.  
Contrast the nation of Israel in the days when the Judges governed to the character 
of the Gentile Ruth by completing the chart below Contrast Of Ruth To The Nation 
Of Israel.  Included under Judges are some keywords that have often been attributed 
to the nation Israel during this time.  Refer to your chart of character traits of Ruth 
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or draw a visual picture to contrast that of Ruth to the nation of Israel during the 
days of the Judges. 

 
7. Read the following scriptures.  What have you found out about the Moabites and their 

history in relation to the Israelites up until the time of Ruth?  
 

 
o Genesis 19:30-37  

 
 
 

o Exodus 15:15  
 
 
 

o Numbers 22-25:3  
 
 
 

o Deuteronomy 2:9; 23:3  
 
 
 

o Joshua 24:9  
 
 
 

o Judges 3:12-30  
 
 
 
 
 

8. What clue is given in Chapter 4 to when the book of Ruth was written? 
 
 

 
9. What do you think the first people who heard the story of Ruth learned about God?   
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SUMMARY OF RUTH 

 CHAPTER I II III IV 

THEME 
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Insights Into The Character Of Naomi Chapter Verse 
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Insights Into The Character Of Ruth Chapter Verse 
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Insights Into The Character Of Boaz Chapter Verse 
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Contrast Of Ruth To The Nation Of Israel  

RUTH JUDGES 

 Spiritual darkness 

 Lust/Immorality 

 Worshipped Idols 

 Violence and War 

 Disobedient and Self-Serving 

 Rebellious 

 Faithlessness  
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The core of this study ‘Ruth’ was adapted from studies at: 
http://www.path-light.com 
 
http://studylight.org/ 
 
Other resources used: 
 
http://www.calvarychapel.com/ccbcgermany/commentaries/0801.htm 
 
http://www.blueletterbible.org/ 
 
http://bible.crosswalk.com/ 
 
http://preceptaustin.org 
 
www.jewishencyclopedia.com 
 
http://www.en-gedi.org/ 
   
plus works individually sited throughout the study. 
 
 


