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THRESHING-FLOOR   
(Modified from ISBE) 

The threshing-floors (click below to enlarge picture of ancient threshing floor) are constructed in the fields, preferably in an 
exposed position in order to get the full benefit of the winds. If there is a danger of marauders they are clustered together close 
to the village. The floor is a level, circular area 25 to 40 ft. in diameter, prepared by first picking out the stones, and then wetting 
the ground, tamping or rolling it, and finally sweeping it. A border of stones usually surrounds the floor to keep in the grain. The 
sheaves of grain which have been brought on the backs of men, donkeys, camels, or oxen, are heaped on this area, and the 
process of tramping out begins. In some localities several animals, commonly oxen or donkeys, are tied abreast and driven 
round and round the floor. In other places two oxen are yoked together to a drag, the bottom of which is studded with pieces of 
basaltic stone. This drag, on which the driver, and perhaps his family, sits or stands, is driven in a circular path over the grain. In 
still other districts an instrument resembling a wheel harrow is used, the antiquity of which is confirmed by the Egyptian 
records. The supply of unthreshed grain is kept in the center of the floor. Some of this is pulled down from time to time into the 
path of the animals. All the while the partly threshed grain is being turned over with a fork. The stalks gradually become broken 
into short pieces and the husks about the grain are torn off. This mixture of chaff and grain must now be winnowed. This is done 
by tossing it into the air so that the wind may blow away the chaff. When the chaff is gone then the grain is tossed in a wooden 
tray to separate from it the stones and lumps of soil which clung to the roots when the grain was reaped. The difference in 
weight between the stones and grain makes separation by this process possible. The grain is now poled in heaps and in many 
localities is also sealed. This process consists in pressing a large wooden seal against the pile. When the instrument is removed it 
leaves an impression which would be destroyed should any of the grain be taken away. This allows the government offers to 
keep account of the tithes and enables the owner to detect any theft of grain. Until the wheat is transferred to bags some one 
sleeps by the pries on the threshing-floor. If the wheat is to be stored for home consumption it is often first washed with water 
and spread out on goats' hair mats to dry before it is stored in the wall compartments found in every house. Formerly the wheat 
was ground only as needed. This was then a household task which was accomplished with the hand-mill or mortar  
 
Threshing floors have come into prominence because of the Biblical events which occurred on or near them.  
1) Joseph with his kinsmen and Egyptian followers halted for seven days at the threshing-floor of Atad to lament the death of 
Jacob (Genesis 50:10). Probably there was a group of floors furnishing a convenient spot for a caravan to stop. Travelers today 
welcome the sight of a threshing-floor at their halting-place. The hard, level spot is a much preferable to the surrounding stony 
fields for their tents.  
2) David built an altar on Ornan's (Araunah's) threshing-floor (2 Sa24:18-24; 1 Chr 21:18-27), which later became the site of the 
Temple (2 Chr 3:1). David probably chose this place for his altar because it was on an elevation, and the ground was already 
level and prepared by rolling.  
3) Uzzah died near the threshing-floor of Nacon for touching the ark (2 Sa 6:6).  
4) Ruth reveals herself to Boaz on his threshing-floor (Ruth 3:6-9).  
Threshing-floors are in danger of being robbed (1 Sa 23:1). For this reason, someone always sleeps on the floor until the grain is 
removed (Ruth 3:7). In Syria, at the threshing season, it is customary for the family to move out to the vicinity of the threshing-
floor. A booth is constructed for shade; the mother prepares the meals and takes her turn with the father and children at riding on 
the sledge.  
The instruments of the threshing-floor referred to in 2 Sa 24:22 were probably:  

(1) the wooden sledge 
(2) the fan (fork) for separating straw from wheat 
(3) shovel for tossing the wheat into the air in winnowing 
(4) broom, for sweeping the floor between threshing and for collecting the wheat after winnowing 
(5) goad  
(6) the yoke 
(7) sieve 
(8) dung catcher 
Used by Permission from http://www.preceptaustin.org 
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Threshing scene at Heliopolis. This threshing floor is on the site of an ancient temple.(A photograph by R E M Bain in 
about 1890) 
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A threshing sledge raised on end for the replacement of missing ´teeth.´ Made of logs, it has sharp flints stuck in the under 
surface. When the oxen drag the sledge over corn on the threshing-floor, the stones rip the husk away from the corn. 

 
We see that the Lord, the Messiah, is coming back this time not a helpless baby in a cattle barn, but as 

the King of all the earth. He will be a Shepherd-King, who will divide the sheep from the goats. He 
will come at the end of a Great Tribulation--the like of which has never been experienced in the history 

of mankind. The word “tribulation” actually comes from the Latin word, tribulum, which means a 
threshing sledge, which is a tool used to separate the wheat from the chaff. So the tribulation that will 
come upon the earth will be God’s means of separation.  Teaching Letter Bridges for Peace The Least 

of My Brothers 
 

As a Bride of the Lamb I couldn’t help but think of the Chuppah (khoop-paw) 
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From The Ancient Jewish Wedding...and the Return of Messiah for His Bride by Jamie Lash 

 
The second half of the wedding ceremony, nisuin or huppah, is also called the “hometaking.”  Huppah 

refers to both a part of the wedding ceremony and the actual bridal canopy that covers the bridal 
couple.  The original meaning of huppah was “room” or “covering.”  The huppah of ancient times was 

a special room built in the bridegroom’s father’s home...Richard Booker has suggested in his book 
Here Comes the Bride that the New Jerusalem is the wedding chamber that our Bridegroom is 

preparing for us, an eternal huppah that will one day descend from heaven with us (Rev. 21:9-10).  
What an awesome thought!  Imagine a huppah that is a city approximately 1,500 miles long, 1,500 

miles wide, and 1,500 miles high!  While the bride of Messiah is in this bridal chamber with Yeshua, 
the rest of the world will be in a time of tribulation.  Isaiah 26:20-21 speaks about this time: “Come my 

people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; Hide yourself, as it were, for a little 
moment, until the indignation is passed.  For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the 

inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity... .”  Scripture seems to indicate that the bride of Messiah will 
be hidden away with her Bridegroom while the wrath of God is poured out on the earth (see Zephaniah 
1:14-17).  We can be sure of one thing – If we’re hidden in the Beloved now, we’ll be hidden in Him 

no matter what devastation comes upon the earth.  His banner (huppah) over us is love (Songs of 
Songs 2:4)! 

 
Strongs Concordance: 
 
Chuppah (khoop-paw) – Strong’s 02646 
chamber, room, canopy, closet 

a. canopy 
b. chamber 
c. divine protection (fig.) 

 
From the root Chaphah (khaw-faw' ) Strong’s 02645 
to cover, overlay, wainscotted, covered with boards or panelling 

a. (Qal) to cover 
b. (Niphal) to be covered 
c. (Piel) to cover, overlay 

 
 

And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud 
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence 

(chuppah).  Isaiah 4:5 KJV 
 

Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that 
suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.  Joel 2:16  

KVJ 
 
 


